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This year has flown by! This is our last newsletter of 2023. I hope everyone had a great year.  
 
The last service of the year is the New Yearôs Eve service on December 31st. This year, I am happy to ring the New Year's 
Eve bell together with all of you. 
 
In the New Yearôs Eve service, we have a tradition of ringing the bell 108 times. The origin of this number,"108", is known as 
"the number of human blind passions." In Buddhism, this is how we arrive at 108: Humans have six senses:  their eyes, 
ears, nose, tongue, body, and mind. After humans receive information, it is divided into 3 categories:  good, normal, and 
bad. Then these categories are again divided into "clean and dirty". Adding these up, 6 x 3 x 2 = 36. Since these things 
occur in the past, present, and future, we multiply the 36 by 3 to equal 108. This is the origin of the number 108. We ring the 
bell to recognize the number of different feelings (blind passions) we humans have. 
 
Another reason for ringing the bell 108 times is "gratitude for the passing year" and " for the new year." I hope next year will 
be wonderful for all of you. I look forward to seeing you at the event in 2024! 

 
 

 (Tree) Ÿ  (Forest) 

 (Car) Ÿ  (???) 

The kanji " (Ki)'' has the meaning a tree. If "  (Ki)'' come together 3, it becomes one letter " '(Mori)', which means forest. So, what 

does it mean when the kanji "  (Kuruma)'' which means "a car" come together 3? The answer will be announced in the next 

newsletter. 

Gassho 
Namo Amida Butsu 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Please join us for Sunday Service 
 

Bodhi Day; December Shotsuki Hoyo 

and Family Service 

Guest Speaker Rev. Etsuko Mikame  

Sunday, December 10, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

New Yearôs Eve Service 

Sunday, December 31, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

New Yearôs Day Service 

Monday, January 1, 2024 at 10 a.m. 

 

Officiating Minister: Rev. Noritaka Imada  

 
There will be a light luncheon following the church service and so in order to prepare enough for everyone, we 

ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com.  Thank you!! 

 
** The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook page and send out a message to our email list.    

 

 
 

 
 

BODHI DAY SERVICE 
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The Bodhi Day Service ÉÓ ×ÈÅÎ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 3ÉÄÄÈÁÒÔÈÁ ȰÁ×ÁËÅÎÅÄȱ ÆÒÏÍ Á ÌÉÆÅ ÂÌÉÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÇÎÏÒÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÁÓ 
ȰÒÅÂÏÒÎȱ ÉÎÔÏ ÁÎ ÅÎÌÉÇÈÔÅÎÅÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÓ 3ÁËÙÁÍÕÎÉ "ÕÄÄÈÁȢ 
 
Siddhartha Gautama meditated under the Bodhi Tree (Tree of Enlightenment) and on the morning of the 
49th day he became the Buddha, perfect in Wisdom and Compassion.  This historic event took place on 
December 8th as the first faint light of day began to glow in the eastern sky.  By his example, he showed us 
that it was possible for human beings to become a Buddha, which is a fully enlightened person.  
Therefore, we are in possession of this potentiality called Buddha-nature, which awakened and 
cultivated, will enable us to achieve supreme Wisdom and Compassion. 
 
Please join us on Sunday, December 10, 2023, for the Bodhi Day Service and December Shotsuki 
Hoyo at 10:00 AM 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Etsuko Mikame, San Jose Betsuin 
Officiating Minister: Rev. Noritaka Imada.  
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0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÆÏÒ /ÍÉÓÏËÁ ɉ.Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅɊ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÏÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ σρȟ ςπςσȟ χȡππ ÐȢÍȢ 
!Ó ÃÕÓÔÏÍÁÒÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ .Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ +Ánsho 108 times to ring out 2023 and 
welcome the 2024 new year! 
 
Following the service, our BWA ladies will be preparing Toshikoshi Soba the traditional Japanese noodle 
ÂÏ×Ì ÄÉÓÈ ÅÁÔÅÎ ÏÎ ÏÍÉÓÏËÁ ɉ.Å× 9ÅÁÒȭÓ %ÖÅɊȢ  4ÈÅ ÓÏÂÁ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÚÅÓ ȰÂÒÅÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÙÅÁÒȢȱ  4ÈÅÉÒ 
thin, long shape is also synonymous with a long and healthy life. 

 
 
 



 

 
 



 

  


