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Summer is here and it's Obon season. In Hiroshima, Japan, the cemetery turns colorful during the Obon season. Please 
see attached photos. Visitors to the cemetery write their names on paper lanterns and place them around the grave to let 
their families know that they have visited.  
 
The original word for Obon is "Urabon-e", from the Sanskrit word "Ullambana". 
  
The story about the origin of Obon is about a disciple of Shakyamuni Buddha, Maudgalyayana or Mokuren. Shakyamuni 
Buddha and his disciples had supernatural powers. Among them, Mokuren's power were stronger than others. 
 
This story is about when Mokuren's mother passed away. Mokuren used his supernatural power when he saw his mother in 
the suffering world. However, he didn't realize that many other people were also suffering the same time as his mother was. 
If we focus too much on our family or friends, sometimes we lose sight of other people. 
 
For example, if we found people drowning in the ocean, and if some of them were our family or friends, we would likely try to 
help our family or friends first. But what about Amida Buddha? Amida Buddha would start to help the person who is the 
most likely to drown. This is the compassion of nondiscrimination. After Mokuren followed the advice of Shakyamuni 
Buddha, his mother's suffering was gone. This story of Mokuren and his mother is said to be the origin of the Obon service. 
 
The Buddhist Church of Florin is having a Hatsubon/Obon Service on July 15th. We hope to see you at the temple. 
 
Gassho, 
Namo Amida Butsu 
Rev. Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
 

mailto:imadabca@gmail.com


 

 



 

Join us for July Services  
 

July Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service 

Sunday, July 9, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Hatsubon Obon Service  

Saturday, July 15, 2023 at 3:00 p.m.  

 
Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
Hatsubon Obon Cemetery Visitations 

Saturday, July 8, 2023 

Elder Creek at 9:00 a.m. 

Sacramento Memorial Lawn at 9:30 a.m. 

East Lawn Memorial Park at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 

 **'NQ DUDQXNMD½R R@EDSXu the front gate will be locked 15 minutes after the start of 

scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 

Please note that in-person services are subject to cancellation if county/CDC guidelines change 

or if it becomes too risky for the safety and health of our Sangha members to continue with 

indoor gatherings. In the event of a change, we will post the updates on our website, Facebook 

page and send out a message to our email list.    
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HATSUBON AND OBON SERVICE 

OBON FESTIVITIES  AND DANCING  

 

JULY  15, 2023, SATURDAY 

 

 
Hatsubon/Obon Service (3:00 PM) 

Please attend the Hatsubon/Obon Service in the Temple at 3 PM, followed by Obon Festivities. It is the 

first ñIn-personò Obon Festivities and Obon Odori in three years!!! 

 

Obon Festivities (4:00 PM to 7:00 PM) 

Food:  Snack Bar in the Templeôs Courtyard serving delicious Food, Drinks and Shave Ice 

 

50/50 Raffle Prize 

 

Cultural Exhibits (in Multi -purpose Room)  4:00 PM ï 7:00 PM 

 

Mataro Kimekomi Dolls Ikebana International Paper Crafts 

BWA Boutique  Florin JACL    Sacramento Hiroshima Nikkeijinkai 

  

Cultural Demonstrations (in YBA Hall): 

 

Kyudo Kai of Florin-Japanese archery   5:00 PM 

Sacramento Kendo Club-Japanese swordsmanship 5:45 PM  

   

Sacramento Taiko Dan     6:30 PM 

World-renowned Japanese drumming performers 

 

Obon Odori  Dancing 7:00 PM 

Everyone is invited to dance-Grandparents, parents, children, and friends.  Fun, fun for everyone.  

Please attend the Obon Odori Workshop and Obon Odori practices (see below). 

 

Obon Odori  Workshop-July 13, Thursday, 5:30 PM (Multi -purpose Room) 

If  you reserved your spot, you'll learn about dance background, hand/dance movements, clothing, 

accessories, and obi tying.  Unfortunately, the maximum capacity has been reached. This workshop is 

co-sponsored by the Florin Dharma School and Florin JACL.  

 

Obon Odori  Dancing Practices- July 5 &  6 and July 11, 12 &  13, 7:00 PM 

Dust off your Kachi Kachi, Uchiwa (fan), Getas and attend the Obon Odori Practices. 

  



 
Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

May/June 2023 

1. The BCF has appointed Janice Shintaku-Enkoji to the Treasurerôs position effective June 1, 2023. She will  

be assisted on an as-needed basis by Jan Takeuchi. Dick Kadoya will  assist with financial reporting  The 

Governing Board is grateful to Janice for stepping into this important position. The Board is also deeply 

indebted to past-Treasurer, Kathy Menda for the untold volunteer hours that she has put toward the many 

tasks involved in keeping BCF accounts. 

2. Obon Odori will  be July 15 at 7 pm. The Hatsubon service will  be at 3 pm and in between there will  be food 

and cultural events such as kendo and kyudo kai (Japanese archery) demonstrations and a taiko drum 

performance. See this newsletter for schedule details. To volunteer contact Walter Menda 

(wmenda@pacbell.net). Help is especially needed in the snack bar. Contact Sandy Okuno 

(whocares13@comcast.net) or Sharon Okamoto (sharon@okamoto.com). Please be generous with your 

time. This will  be the first Obon Festival in three years! 

3. The parsonage roof has been replaced. Most of the cost was covered by insurance. 

4. A security breach occurred on Sunday, May 14 that may warrant closing the gates at a reasonable time after 

service begins. Sangha will  be informed of any changes to current protocols. 

5. Peggy O. reported that the Northern California District Council (NCDC) is resuming district-wide activities 

to promote interaction among temples. The Board has decided that BCF will  host a Chicken Throw Down 

contest like one held pre-Covid. It is tentatively scheduled for November 2024.  If  you wish to volunteer to 

help organize this fun, social event, please contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com).  

6. Congratulations went out to Skylar Lam (daughter of Nadine Nouchi and Henry Lam) who received a BCA 

grant for registration to attend the BCA Youth Retreat at the Jodo Shinshu Center on June 25-July 1, 2023. 

7. The Board congratulated Sacramento Kendo member Aileen Niizawa for attaining fourth-dan level and 

welcomes Anthony Huynh, a fourth-dan level sensei who recently moved to Sacramento.  

8. BWA will hold Summer Camp on August 8. Details to follow. 
 

9. Dharma School thanks Peggy Okabayashi and the BWA for their inspiring and interactive presentation on 

The Golden Chain of Love for Hanamatsuri. Dharma School enrollment for 2022-23 was 15. 

10. Jr. YBA Annual Lock-in fundraiser has been postponed. Please see this newsletter to donate or contact 

Ginny Syphax (gyamisyphax@gmail.com). 

11. The Golf Tournament held June 1st at Teal Bend Golf Club was a huge success. There were 102 golfers and 

the event net over $10,000. Special thank you to volunteers that made the event both fun and prosperous! 

 

 

mailto:wmenda@pacbell.net
mailto:whocares13@comcast.net
mailto:sharon@okamoto.com
mailto:efujii52@gmail.com


 

 
 

If  you know someone interested in joining us, please refer them to florinbuddhist.org  for  

more information  &  the BCF membership form. 

 

Dharma School Summer Activities 

 
July 4, 2023 -  

 

7:30 PM 4th of July fireworks (parking lot) ï youôre welcome to bring a snack to share (optional) 

 

*******************************************************************  

 
July 20-23, 2023 ï 

 

DS Annual Camping trip  at Donner Lake ï interested, contact Kenny Teranishi kteranishi@juno.com or 

(916) 717-0297 

mailto:kteranishi@juno.com


 

 


