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Hello everyone. Since it's November, sometimes it's cold in the morning, so I'm being careful not to catch a 

cold. 

 

In October, the Buddhist Church of Florin had a prime rib dinner fundraiser. I saw many people coming to the 

temple to pick their dinner up. We would like to thank everyone who helped with the preparations and 

volunteered on the day of the event. 

 

On October 8th, the 850th/800th Joint Celebration Service was held at the Sacramento Betsuin. Many people 

participated and it was a big success. In particular, Shoshinge was chanted along with gagaku (Japanese music) 

creating a very beautiful melody. It sounded very different from the usual chanting. At the end of the chanting, 

the sound of a taiko drum was added, making it sound like the footsteps of a giant Buddha approaching. 

The Buddha has no color or shape, so we don't know how big it is, but it feels like a huge presence that 

surrounds us with boundless warm light. 

 

AMIDA, full of compassion for those lost in the great night of ignorance-- The wheel of light of (the) dharma-

body being boundless-- Took the form of the Buddha of Unhindered Light-- And appeared in the land of peace. 

 

There are two special services planned for November. On Sunday, November 12th at 10 am, the 

Shotsuki/Family Service & the Veterans Recognition is scheduled. A short service in the Nokotsudo is 

scheduled after the service. 

 

On Sunday, November 26th at 10 am, the Eitaikyo, Pet Memorial & Family Service is scheduled. We will have 

a guest speaker, Rev Ken Fujimoto. After this service, a Japanese speaking service is scheduled in the 

Nokotsudo. Additionally, these services will be followed by a Japanese study class. We look forward to your 

participation. 

 
Gassho 
Namo Amida Butsu 
Rev. Noritaka Imada                                               
 
If you need to contact Rev. Imada, you can email him at: imadabca@gmail.com 
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Please join us for Sunday Service 
 

November Shotsuki Hoyo and Family Service; 

Veterans Recognition 

Sunday, November 12, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

Eitaikyo, Pet Memorial and Family Service 

Guest Speaker Rev. Ken Fujimoto 

Sunday, November 26, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Officiant: Rev. Noritaka Imada 

 
There will be refreshments following the church service on November 12 and a luncheon on November 26. In 

order to prepare enough for everyone, we ask that you please rsvp to florinbuddhist@gmail.com for both 

services.  Thank you!! 

**The front gates may be locked 15 minutes after the start of scheduled services and/or activities.  Thank you.  

 
Eitaikyo Service 

 
Eitaikyo means perpetual sutra chanting or perpetual memorial service. This special memorial service 

is for our beloved deceased listed in the Eitaikyo Book located on the altar. Our Eitaikyo Service will 

be held on November 27th at 10:00 a.m. Please RSVP the number of people attending by 

Wednesday, November 23rd by email: florinbuddhist@gmail.com or call (916) 383-1831. 

 

A special Eitaikyo Fund was established through donations made in memory of deceased family 

members and friends. The interest earned from this Fund can only be used for religious items, altar 

enhancements and altar repairs. By donating to the Eitaikyo Fund, your loved ones are remembered 

each year at the Eitaikyo Service. Donations can be made through the Buddhist Church of Florin’s 

webpage www.florinbuddhist.org and designate to Eitaikyo Fund or send a check to the Buddhist 

Church of Florin, PO Box 292006, Sacramento, CA 95829. 

mailto:florinbuddhist@gmail.com
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If you have any additions/corrections, please contact Jennifer Kubo, kubojm86@gmail.com 
 
October 22, 2023 
 



 

Hello BCF Sangha:  
 
I am reaching out to advise you of a few items of interest:  
 
• Newsletter Back-Up:  Last month, I notified you that we are looking for someone to 

serve as back-up in producing “Oneness”, our monthly newsletter.  This assignment 
is not a monthly duty, only in rare instances. Ginny Syphax will provide training.      

 
• Arigato: I, again, want to encourage you to recognize individuals (both members and 

non-members) for their notable contributions to the Buddhist Church of Florin. Please 
provide the individual’s name and a brief statement of the work they are doing so that 
we can acknowledge their efforts in the “Oneness”.   

 
• CPR Training: Would you be interested in receiving CPR Training?  If so, you are 

invited to add your name to the ‘sign-up’ list. Training will be provided at no cost to 
members.  If space is available, non-members can also participate (for a yet-to-be-
determined fee).  Contact Glenn Fujii at gmfujii21@yahoo.com if you would like to be 
notified when training is scheduled.    

 
• Sunday Greeters:  Two members are needed for Sunday Services.  This is an 

important job and a great way to support the BCF. Here is how this works: 2 Greeters 
welcome attendees to the Temple prior to the start of service.  If a new or non-
member is in attendance, the Greeter notes their name/information to the chair to 
announce. Simple! Greeters rotate, so if you’re only available on one Sunday, no 
problem.  

 
If you would like to volunteer and/or know more about the above opportunities, email 
me at efujii52@gmail.com.   
 
In Gassho,  
 
 
Eric Fujii, President 
Buddhist Church of Florin  
  

mailto:gmfujii21@yahoo.com
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Buddhist Church of Florin 

Governing Board Meeting Highlights 

October 12, 2023 

1. The Board is moving forward with a proposal to update the temple website to include the ability to order 

and pay for food online. Also looking into a cashless pay system for onsite events.  Research is continuing 

with a targeted completion date of the end of 2024. 

2. A BCF-sponsored CPR training session will be held for members after the 1st of the year. Watch the 

newsletter for more information or contact Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). We are encouraging 

representatives of the groups that use BCF facilities to participate in the training. 

3. A backup person is needed to assist with newsletter preparation.  Kudos to current editor Ginny Syphax for 

doing a fantastic job. She doesn’t anticipate needing help often, so if you would like to help out, please 

contact Ginny (gyamisyphax@gmail.com) or Eric Fujii (efujii52@gmail.com). 

4. A proposal to re-start volleyball in the gym on Wednesday evenings was approved by the Board.  If you are 

interested in playing contact Kenny Teranishi (kteranishi@juno.com). All ages and abilities welcome. 

5. Pickleball is being held in the gym on Sundays at 1 pm.  Contact Sandy Okuno (whocares13@comcast.net). 

All playing levels are welcome. 

6. The Board approved an Eagle Scout project by Ben Uyeno. He proposes to clean, repair, and paint/stain the 

walls, ceiling, and cabinets in the outdoor kitchen area. The project will begin in mid-November. Thank 

you, Ben! 

7. The Buddhist Church of Florin is being honored at the upcoming JACL Luncheon on December 2 for its 

role as a community hub for civil rights since its founding. 

8. Congratulations to Peggy Okabayashi for winning the first fun annual ‘shootout’ held by Kyudo Kai. Six 

people tied for first and Peggy emerged as the winner after a jan-ken-po faceoff. Zasahi-George Yamashita, 

Lois Kashiwase and Brandon Gui won the “clan” award. 

9. BWA will hold their annual rummage sale on Saturday, November 4.  Watch for information about 

acceptable items and drop off dates and times. 

10. BCF will serve Friendship soup at the upcoming service on November 12. Be sure to attend! 

11. Thank you to all who helped make the New Members Welcome service and start of Dharma School on 

September 24th a fun and memorable event. 

12. The Fall Food Bazaar was a great success.  Thank you to all who helped prepare food, purchase food and 

cleanup. We couldn’t do it without you! 

mailto:whocares13@comcast.net


 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAST CHANCE! DEADLINE NOVEMBER 12! Please keep half of the order form for yourself. You can call/email           
Ginny Yamamoto Syphax (gyamisyphax@gmail.com or 916-837-2081) to confirm if your order has been received. 

mailto:gyamisyphax@gmail.com


 

 
 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Recipients 

 



 
The Buddhist Church of Florin’s Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grants are awarded to 

three deserving public school teachers.  Each recipient receives a grant in the amount of $2,000.  The Kikuyo 

and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant recipients are Stephanie Kuroda, Nadine Nouchi, and 

Kimiko Yamamoto Hayashida. 

 

Stephanie Kuroda teaches 6th grade at Crocker Riverside Elementary School in the Sacramento City Unified 

School District.  With the grant award, Stephanie plans to purchase classroom supplies for her 90 students; plus, 

hands on educational materials to support student learning.  She also will be purchasing equipment to transition 

to a “Thinking Classroom” curriculum. 

 

Stephanie is a church member and granddaughter of Janet Kuroda. 

 

Nadine Nouchi teaches 1st through 6th grade physical education at Theodore Judah Elementary School in the 

Sacramento City Unified School District.  Nadine plans to purchase outdoor and indoor physical education 

equipment for her students to use in all the grades she teaches. 

 

Nadine, husband Henry Lam, and Skylar are church members.  Nadine and Skylar are active in the Temple’s 

Dharma School and Jr. YBA. 

 

Kimiko Yamamoto Hayashida teaches 7th, 8th, and 9th grades at Holmes Junior High School in the Davis Joint 

Unified School District. She plans to purchase mathematics and study skills supplies and educational materials 

for her students to be successful in meeting high school graduation requirements; including math materials for a 

special education class she co-teaches. 

 

Kimiko, husband Mark Hayashida, and twins, Kai and Kenji are church members. 

 

Congratulations to our dedicated public school teachers; Stephanie, Nadine, and Kimiko! 

 

 

The Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grants are available to church members who teach in 

public schools.  Grant applications are being accepted for the 2023-24 school term.  For more information 

regarding this grant program, please see the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant article 

and application included in this newsletter.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddhist Church of Florin 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant 

$2,000 

 

Public school education is the foundation for a harmonious and prosperous society.  Unfortunately, public 

school teachers pay for classroom supplies and educational material with their own money because of school 



 
budget cuts.  The Buddhist Church of Florin supports public school teachers by offering a $2,000 grant for 

classroom supplies, education materials and educational field trips. 

 

To be eligible for the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant, you must be a full-time public 

school teacher in Kindergarten through 12th grade; and a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin (church 

membership dues are paid and current). 

 

How to become a member of the Buddhist Church of Florin?  If you are married, please join under the 

couple/family category or if single, the adult single category.  Contact Walter Menda for a 2023 Church 

Membership Form at (916) 392-1896 or wmenda@pacbell.net. 

 

Please complete the Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Application and email to Walter 

Menda.  Applications are being accepted on an ongoing basis. 

 

              

 

Kikuyo and Kinjiro Nakatani Public School Teacher Grant Application 

 

Name: 

 

Address: 

 

Telephone Number and E-mail Address: 

 

Member of Buddhist Church of Florin (Yes/No): 

 

Name of School:      School District: 

 

Grade: 

 

Teaching Credential (Yes/No): 

 

School Term (i.e., September 2023 to June 2024): 

 

How I plan to spend the $2,000 grant: 

 

 

I certify that I have provided complete and accurate information to the items on this application.  I fully 

understand that any misrepresentation of information may revoke any right to a grant. 

 

           

Signature of Applicant    Date 



 

  



 

  



 

 


